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1
COLLABORATIVE CONFIGURATION OF A
MEDIA ENVIRONMENT

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to configuring a media envi-
ronment and more particularly relates to a system and method
providing collaborative configuration of a media environ-
ment.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

As the capabilities and performance ofhome entertainment
systems continue to improve, configuration of these systems
has become increasingly difficult. For most users, simply
getting the system up and running is an accomplishment.
Most users do not have the time, desire, or knowledge to
configure their systems optimally. Further, the optimal con-
figurations of the system may vary depending on the type of
media being played, layout of the environment in which the
system is located, time of day, and the like. Thus, there is a
need for a system and method for configuring a user’s home
entertainment system and surrounding environment.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a system and method for
collaboratively providing configurations for a media environ-
ment. In general, configuration events from a number of
media environments are collected and provided to a Collabo-
rative Configuration System (CCS) server. Based on the con-
figuration events, the CCS server generates and provides rec-
ommended configurations to another media environment,
which is to be configured. The recommended configurations
may be generated prior to a request for recommended con-
figurations from the media environment or dynamically in
response to the request for recommended configurations from
the media environment. In one embodiment, the recom-
mended configurations are provided as a recommended con-
figuration profile providing a set of configurations to be
applied at the media environment. In another embodiment,
the recommended configurations are provided as a CCS track
associated with a particular media presentation, such as a
movie, to be presented at the media environment. The CCS
track may include initial configurations to be applied at the
beginning of playback of the media presentation. In addition,
for each of a number of time slices of the media presentation,
the CCS track may include configuration changes to be
applied to the media environment during playback of the
media presentation.

Those skilled in the art will appreciate the scope of the
present invention and realize additional aspects thereof after
reading the following detailed description of the preferred
embodiments in association with the accompanying drawing
figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING
FIGURES

The accompanying drawing figures incorporated in and
forming a part of this specification illustrate several aspects of
the invention, and together with the description serve to
explain the principles of the invention.

FIG. 1 illustrates a system for providing recommended
configurations for a media environment according to one
embodiment of the present invention;
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2

FIG. 2 illustrates the operation of the Collaborative Con-
figuration System (CCS) client to collect configuration events
within a media environment according to one embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 3 illustrates the operation of a CCS event logger
according to one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 illustrates the operation of the CCS server according
to a first embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 illustrates the operation of the CCS server according
to a second embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 illustrates the operation of the CCS server according
to a third embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 illustrates the operation of the CCS server according
to a fourth embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary CCS track according to one
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 9 illustrates the operation of the CCS server according
to fifth embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 10 illustrates the operation of the CCS client to
request recommended configurations from the CCS server
and configure the media environment based on the recom-
mended configurations according to one embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 11 is ablock diagram of an exemplary embodiment of
the CCS server according to one embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 12 is ablock diagram of an exemplary embodiment of
a primary playback system according to one embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 13 is ablock diagram of an exemplary embodiment of
a device associated with the primary playback system in the
media environment according to one embodiment of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The embodiments set forth below represent the necessary
information to enable those skilled in the art to practice the
invention and illustrate the best mode of practicing the inven-
tion. Upon reading the following description in light of the
accompanying drawing figures, those skilled in the art will
understand the concepts of the invention and will recognize
applications of these concepts not particularly addressed
herein. It should be understood that these concepts and appli-
cations fall within the scope of the disclosure and the accom-
panying claims.

The present invention relates to a system and method for
collaboratively providing configurations for a media environ-
ment. In general, configuration events from a number of
media environments are collected and provided to a Collabo-
rative Configuration System (CCS) server. Based on the con-
figuration events, the CCS server generates and provides rec-
ommended configurations to another media environment,
which is to be configured. The recommended configurations
may be generated prior to a request for recommended con-
figurations from the media environment or dynamically in
response to the request for recommended configurations from
the media environment. In one embodiment, the recom-
mended configurations are provided as a recommended con-
figuration profile providing a set of configurations to be
applied at the media environment. In another embodiment,
the recommended configurations are provided as a CCS track
associated with a particular media presentation, such as a
movie, to be presented at the media environment. The CCS
track may include initial configurations to be applied at the
beginning of playback of the media presentation. In addition,
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for each of a number of time slices of the media presentation,
the CCS track may include configuration changes to be
applied to the media environment during playback of the
media presentation.

FIG. 1 illustrates a system 10 providing recommended
configurations according to one embodiment of the present
invention. In general, the system 10 includes a central system
12, media environments 14-18, and an optional third party
provider 20 interconnected by a network 22, which is prefer-
ably the Internet. As illustrated, the central system 12
includes a CCS server 24, a CCS events database 26, a CCS
recommendations database 28, a CCS tracks database 30, and
a user profiles database 32. Although the central system 12 is
illustrated as a single block, the central system 12 may be
implemented using a number of distributed CCS servers 24
and databases 26-32. This may be particularly beneficial
when there are a large number of media environments 14-18
within the system 10.

The CCS server 24 may be implemented in hardware,
software, or a combination of hardware and software. As
discussed below in detail, the CCS server 24 generates rec-
ommended configurations for the media environments 14-18
based on configuration events from other media environ-
ments 14-18. In this example, the CCS server 24 generates
recommended configurations for the media environment 18
based on configuration events from the media environments
14 and 16. The recommended configurations may be gener-
ated prior to receiving a request for recommended configu-
rations from the media environment 18 or dynamically in
response to receiving a request for recommended configura-
tions from the media environment 18. As discussed below in
detail, the recommended configurations may be a recom-
mended configuration profile providing a set of recom-
mended configurations to be applied at the media environ-
ment 18 or a CCS track providing recommended
configurations for a particular media presentation. The CCS
track may include recommended initial configurations for the
media environment 18 and recommended configuration
changes for anumber of time slices of the media presentation.

The databases 26-32 may be implemented in a single stor-
age device included within or associated with the CCS server
24. Alternatively, the databases 26-32 may be implemented
on a number of distributed devices. The CCS events database
26 operates to store configuration events from each of the
media environments 14-18. The configuration events are col-
lected during playback of media presentations at the media
environments 14-18. The configuration events may include
media player settings, hardware and software settings, dis-
play device settings, settings of devices associated with the
media environment, or changes thereto. For example, the
configuration events may include an initial volume setting
and volume changes during playback of a media presentation;
initial display device settings and changes to the display
device settings during playback of the media presentation;
initial equalizer settings and changes to the equalizer settings
during playback of the media presentation; initial telephone
or mobile telephone settings and changes to the telephone or
mobile telephone settings during playback; initial settings of
lights in the media environment 14-18 and changes to the
settings of the lights during playback; and the like. This list is
not intended to be exhaustive. Numerous other types of con-
figuration events may be collected depending on the particu-
lar arrangement of the media environments 14-18. However,
it should be noted that the configuration events are not limited
to only those events configuring devices directly effecting
playback of the media presentation. Configuration events
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may also be collected from any device within and associated
with the media environment 14-18 such as a telephone or
lighting control system.

In general, a configuration event includes information
identifying the media environment 14-18 at which the con-
figuration event occurred, a media presentation during which
the configuration event occurred, information defining a point
during playback of the media presentation at which the con-
figuration event occurred, and information defining the con-
figuration event. The information identifying the media envi-
ronment 14-18 may include an environment identifier (ID) of
the media environment 14-18, where the environment ID may
be assigned to the media environment 14-18 upon registration
with CCS server 24. The information identifying the media
environment 14-18 may also include the time of day, which
may be an actual time, such as 2:30 p.m., or a generalized
term for time of day, such as “morning,” “afternoon,”
“evening,” or “night.” The information defining the configu-
ration event generally includes information identifying a
device upon which the configuration event occurred and
information defining the configurations or configuration
changes for the device. In one embodiment, the information
identifying the device is a device ID assigned to the device
either by the media environment 14-18 or by the CCS server
24. In another embodiment, the information identifying the
device may include information such as a device type, a
device make or model, a device operating system, a location
of'the device within the media environment 14-18, a public or
private status of the device, enabled capabilities of the device,
a connection speed of the device, a performance metric of the
device, and software installed on the device. The information
defining the configurations of the device varies depending on
the device. For example, if the device is a display device used
to display a media presentation, the configurations may
include a contrast setting, a brightness setting, a sharpness
setting, and the like. If the device is an equalizer, the configu-
rations may include the settings of the equalizer. If the device
is a controller associated with speakers, the configurations
may be the volume level of the speakers. If the device is a
lighting controller controlling the lighting in the media envi-
ronment, the configurations may include the settings of the
lighting controller. If the device is a telephone or mobile
telephone, the configurations may include ringer settings
controlling the ringer of the telephone or mobile telephone.

The CCS recommendations database 28 operates to store
recommended configuration profiles for the media environ-
ments 14-18. As discussed below, the recommended configu-
ration profiles are generated based on the configuration events
from the media environments 14-18 and may be generated
either before or after receiving a request for recommended
configurations from the media environments 14-18. The CCS
tracks database 30 operates to store one or more CCS tracks
for a number of media presentations. The user profiles data-
base 32 operates to store user profiles for primary users of the
media environments 14-18. A user profile may include infor-
mation identifying the primary user, which may be, for
example, a name, address, telephone number, and email
address of the primary user; demographic information
regarding the primary user; and user preferences of the pri-
mary user. Demographic information may include age, sex,
marital status, home address, hobbies, favorite movie or
music genre, favorite movie, and the like. In addition, the
demographic information may include information identify-
ing any disabilities, such as a hearing disability, of the user.

The following discussion of the media environment 14 is
equally applicable to the media environment 16. The media
environment 14 may be a room in a user’s home, office, or the
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like and generally includes a primary playback system 34
and, optionally, a number of devices 36, 38. Note that while
only two devices 36, 38 are illustrated, the media environment
14 may include any number of devices 36, 38. The primary
playback system 34 may be, for example, a personal com-
puter, a set-top box associated with a cable or satellite televi-
sion provider, a Digital Video Disc (DVD) player, a Digital
Video Recorder (DVR), or the like. The devices 36, 38 may
be, for example, a television or display associated with a
media player 40 of the primary playback system 34, a sound
system associated with the media player 40, an audio/video
receiver associated with the media player 40, an equalizer
associated with the media player 40, a mobile telephone, a
Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), a lighting control system
controlling lights in the media environment 14, or the like.
The devices 36, 38 are equipped with either a wired interface
or a local wireless interface such as a Bluetooth, Zigbee, or
IEEE 802.11 wireless interface for communicating with the
primary playback system 34.

The primary playback system 34 includes the media player
40, a CCS client 42, and a CCS event logger 44. The devices
36, 38 include CCS event loggers 46, 48 and CCS device
controllers 50, 52, respectively. Within the primary playback
system 34, the media player 40 may be implemented in hard-
ware, software, or a combination of hardware and software
and operates to play media presentations such as, but not
limited to, movies, television content, audio content, or the
like. The CCS client 42 may also be implemented in hard-
ware, software, or a combination of hardware and software
and may alternatively be embedded within the media player
40. The CCS client 42 generally operates to collect, and
optionally filter, configuration events from the CCS event
logger 44 for the primary playback system 34 and the CCS
event loggers 46, 48 for the devices 36, 38 and provide the
configuration events to the CCS server 24. In addition, the
CCS client 42 may further operate to obtain recommended
configurations for the primary playback system 34 and the
devices 36, 38 from the CCS server 24.

The CCS event logger 44 may be implemented in hard-
ware, software, or a combination of hardware and software.
The CCS event logger 44 may alternatively be embedded
within another application such as the media player 40. In
general, the CCS event logger 44 operates to detect configu-
rations of the media player 40 prior to and during playback of
media presentations. The configurations of the media player
40 depend on the actual implementation. For example, if the
media player 40 is a software application on a personal com-
puter, then the configurations detected by the CCS event
logger 44 may include window size, volume, equalizer set-
tings, and the like. If the media player 40 is a DVD player, the
configurations detected by the CCS event logger 44 may
include aspect ratio, zoom, surround sound configurations,
and the like.

As for the device 36, the CCS event logger 46 operates to
detect the configurations of the device 36 prior to and during
playback of media presentations on the primary playback
system 34 and provide configuration events to the CCS client
42. The configurations of the device 36 vary depending on the
device type. For example, if the device 36 is a television or
display associated with the media player 40 and on which
media presentations are displayed, the configurations of the
device 36 may include, but are not limited to, volume, bright-
ness, contrast, sharpness, aspect ratio, input selection, and the
like. If the device 36 is an equalizer associated with the media
player 40, the configurations of the device 36 may include the
equalizer settings. If the device 36 is a surround sound sys-
tem, the configurations of the device 36 may include volume
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level, bass level, treble level, and the like. If the device 36 is
an audio/video receiver, the configurations may include vari-
ous audio and video settings. The CCS device controller 50 is
a controller through which the configurations of the device 36
are detected and controlled. Likewise, the CCS event logger
48 of the device 38 operates to detect the configurations of the
device 38 priorto and during playback of media presentations
on the primary playback system 34, and the CCS device
controller 52 operates to control the configurations of the
device 38.

The media environment 18 is like the media environments
14 and 16. The details of the media environment 18 are
illustrated for ease of discussion of generating recommended
configurations for the media environment 18 based on the
configuration events from the media environments 14 and 16.
Like the media environments 14 and 16, the media environ-
ment 18 includes a primary playback system 54 and devices
56 and 58. The primary playback system 54 includes a media
player 60, a CCS client 62, and a CCS event logger 64. The
devices 56 and 58 include CCS event loggers 66, 68 and CCS
device controllers 70, 72, respectively.

The third party provider 20 is optional and may provide
additional configuration events, recommended configuration
profiles, CCS tracks, or any combination thereof. These con-
figuration events, recommended configuration profiles, and
CCS tracks may be provided as premium service for a fee.
The third party provider 20 may be, for example, a broad-
caster of television content, a movie production company, a
manufacturer of some component of the media user environ-
ments 14-18, or the like.

The exemplary system 10 of FIG. 1 is illustrated such that
configuration events are tracked at the media environments 14
and 16 and provided to the CCS server 24, wherein the CCS
server 24 generates recommended configurations based on
the configuration events and provides the recommended con-
figurations to the media environment 18. However, it should
be recognized that each of the media environments 14-18
preferably operates to both track configuration events and to
request recommended configurations from the CCS server 24
when desired.

FIG. 2 illustrates the operation of the CCS client 42 accord-
ing to one embodiment of the present invention. First, the
CCS client 42 is configured (step 100). The CCS client 42
may be configured when desired by the user. For example, the
CCS client 42 may be configured after initial installation or
prior to playback of a media presentation. Configuration
begins by first detecting devices within the media environ-
ment 14 having CCS event loggers and/or CCS device con-
trollers. In this example, the primary playback system 34 and
the devices 36 and 38 include the CCS event loggers 44, 46,
and 48, respectively, and devices 36 and 38 include the CCS
device controllers 50 and 52. As such, the primary playback
system 34 and the devices 36 and 38 are detected by the CCS
client42. The user may then select one or more of the primary
playback system 34, the device 36, and the device 38 to
include in the configuration event tracking session during
playback of an upcoming media presentation or during all
future media presentations. For this example, assume that the
user selects the primary playback system 34 and the user
devices 36 and 38. In addition, the user may configure the
CCS event loggers 44, 46, and 48 in order to define the
configuration events that each of the CCS event loggers 44,
46, and 48 is allowed to track. Note that the user may config-
ure the CCS event loggers 44, 46, and 48 via the CCS client 42
or by interacting with the CCS event loggers 44, 46, and 48.

The CCS client 42 may then interact with the CCS server
24 to register the media environment 14 with the CCS server
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24 (step 102). While configuration and registration are illus-
trated as two steps, they may alternatively be combined into a
single step. Further, although configuration and registration
are illustrated as two steps, they may be performed continu-
ally in order to, for example, configure and register new
devices as they enter the media environment 14 or reconfigure
and register the devices in the media environment 14 when a
device has left the media environment 14. However, the reg-
istration process may be repeated in order to edit the infor-
mation provided during registration process. During registra-
tion, a primary user interacts with the CCS client 42 to
provide information defining the media environment 14 to the
CCS server 24. All or a portion of the information defining the
media environment 14 may be stored in the user profiles
database 32. The information defining the media environment
14 may include a user profile of a primary user of the media
environment 14. The user profile may include information
identifying the primary user, which may be, for example, a
name, address, telephone number, and email address of the
primary user; demographic information regarding the pri-
mary user; and user preferences of the primary user. Demo-
graphic information may include age, sex, marital status,
home address, hobbies, favorite movie or music genre, favor-
ite movie, and the like. In addition, the demographic infor-
mation may include information identifying any disabilities,
such as a hearing disability, of the user.

In addition, the information defining the media environ-
ment 14 may include dimensions of a room within which the
media environment 14 is located, or a setting for the media
environment 14, which may be, for example, “loud,” “home,”
or “romantic.”” The information defining the media environ-
ment 14 may also include information such as, but not limited
to, materials in the room, such as the materials of which the
walls, ceiling, and floor of the room are made; position of
windows in the room; position of furniture in the room; and
the like. Further, in one embodiment, the information defin-
ing the media environment 14 may include a Computer-
Aided Design (CAD) drawing of the media environment 14.
As an example, the CAD drawing may be used by a human
operator and associated with the CCS server 24 to extract
desired parameters from the CAD drawing. The desired
parameters may be the dimensions of the room, the layout of
the room, and the like. Alternatively, the desired parameters
may be automatically extracted from the CAD drawing by the
CCS server 24.

In addition, for each of the media player 40 and the devices
36 and 38, the information defining the media environment
may include device information. The device information may
be provided by the user or automatically obtained from the
device in full or in part. The device information may include,
but is not limited to, a device type, a make or model of the
device, and a location of the device within the media envi-
ronment 14. In addition, the device information may include
an operating system of the device, capabilities of the device,
a connection speed of the device, performance metrics for the
device, initial configurations or settings of the device, and
information identifying software installed on the device. The
device information may also include information classifying
the device as public or private. If the device is public, con-
figuration events are to be collected from the device. If the
device is private, configuration events are not to be collected
from the device. Once the media environment 14 has been
registered, the CCS server 24 assigns an environment ID to
the media environment 14, which is preferably globally
unique.

The CCS server 24 then either automatically or through
interaction with the primary user via the CCS client 42 oper-
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ates to map the media environment 14 to one of a number of
known environment types based on the information describ-
ing the media environment 14 provided during registration
(step 104). The mapping process may be performed after
registration, repeated prior to playback of a media presenta-
tion, or repeated when the arrangement of the media environ-
ment 14 or devices within the media environment 14 have
changed. If the media environment 14 is substantially the
same as one of the known environment types, the media
environment 14 may be automatically mapped to the known
environment type. If the media environment 14 is not sub-
stantially the same as one of the known user types or if the
CCS server 24 is unable to unambiguously map the media
environment 14 to one of the known environment types, then
the CCS server 24 may provide information identifying two
or more of the known environment types most closely match-
ing the media environment 14 to the user. The user may then
select one of the known environment types or decide to create
a new environment type for the media environment 14.

Once configuration, registration, and environment map-
ping are complete, the CCS client 42 operates to synchronize
clocks used by the CCS event loggers 44, 46, and 48 and the
CCS client 42 with a clock used by the media player 40 (step
106). The CCS client 42 may perform this synchronization
process prior to playback of a media presentation and, option-
ally, periodically during playback of the media presentation.

Atthis point, the CCS client 42 operates to initiate the CCS
event presentation (step 108). The CCS client 42 then obtains
configuration events from the CCS event loggers 44, 46, and
48 throughout playback of the media presentation (step 110).
In one embodiment, the CCS event loggers 44, 46, and 48
provide initial configurations of the media player 40 and the
devices 36 and 38 prior to or at the beginning of playback and
configuration events corresponding to changes in the configu-
rations of the media player 40 and the devices 36 and 38
during playback of the media presentation. The CCS event
loggers 44, 46, and 48 may automatically provide configura-
tion events to the CCS client 42 as they occur, periodically in
a batch operation, or at the end of playback of the media
presentation.

As stated above, the configuration events provided by the
CCS event loggers 44, 46, and 48 may include the environ-
ment 1D of the media environment, information identifying
the media presentation during which the configuration event
occurred, a time stamp indicating a point during playback of
the media presentation at which the configuration event
occurred, a device ID or other information identifying the
device upon which the configuration event occurred, and the
configurations or settings, or changes thereto, for the device.

After receiving the configuration events from the CCS
event loggers 44, 46, and 48, the CCS client 42 provides the
configuration events to the CCS server 24 (step 112). To
ensure complete and accurate transmission, the CCS client 42
may optionally store the configuration events locally prior to
sending the configuration events to the CCS server 24. The
CCS client 42 may provide the configuration events to the
CCS server 24 as they are received from the CCS event
loggers 44, 46, and 48, periodically in a batch process, or at
the end of playback of the media presentation. In addition,
prior to sending the configuration events to the CCS server 24,
the CCS client 42 may process the configuration events to add
additional information and, optionally, to filter the configu-
ration events.

More specifically, each configuration event provided to the
CCS server 24 preferably includes information identifying
the media environment 14-18 at which the configuration
event occurred, the media presentation during which the con-
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figuration event occurred, information defining a point during
playback of the media presentation at which the configuration
occurred, and information defining the configuration event. In
one embodiment, the CCS event loggers 44, 46, and 48 may
only provide a time stamp defining the time at which the
configuration event occurred and information identifying the
configuration event. The time stamp may be a time and date at
which the configuration event occurred or an offset from the
beginning of playback. The information defining the configu-
ration event generally includes information identifying the
device upon which the configuration event occurred and
information defining the configurations of the device. If nec-
essary, the CCS client 42 may process the configuration
events from the CCS event loggers 44, 46, and 48 to convert
the time stamp for each configuration event to a time offset in
seconds or minutes between the beginning of the media pre-
sentation and the time at which the configuration event
occurred. In addition, the CCS client 42 may process the
configuration events from the CCS event loggers 44, 46, and
48 to add the information identifying the media environment
14 at which the configuration event occurred and the media
presentation during which the configuration event occurred.

The CCS client 42 may filter the configuration events prior
to sending the configuration events to the CCS server 24
based on various criteria. Note that this filtering process may
alternatively be performed by the CCS event loggers 44, 46,
and 48. For example, the CCS client 42 may filter the con-
figuration events to remove configuration events for volume
changes occurring when a telephone call is received or ended.
Note that in this case, the receiving and ending of a telephone
call may be provided to the CCS client 42 as configuration
events. As another example, the CCS client 42 may filter the
configuration events to collapse, or combine, configuration
events from the same device that occurred within a predeter-
mined period of time, such as a number of seconds. As a third
example, the CCS client 42 may filter the configuration events
to remove configuration events for audio settings of devices
on which other media or games are being played. As a fourth
example, the CCS server 24 may only be interested in events
from certain users, from certain devices 40, 36, 38 for certain
media presentations, or the like. In this case, the CCS server
24 and the CCS client 42 may perform a handshaking opera-
tion either periodically or before collecting new configuration
events for a media presentation during which the CCS server
24 and the CCS client 42 agree on the types of configuration
events that are to be tracked and provided to the CCS server
24.

FIG. 3 illustrates the operation of the CCS event logger 44.
However, this discussion is equally applicable to the CCS
event loggers 46 and 48. First, the CCS event logger 44 is
initiated by the CCS client 42 (step 200). Note that prior to
initiation and, optionally, periodically thereafter, the CCS
client 42 may communicate with the CCS event logger 44 in
order to synchronize a clock of the CCS event logger 44 with
the clock or clocks used by the CCS client 42 and the media
player 40.

After the CCS event logger 44 is initiated, configuration
events are tracked (step 202). More specifically, the CCS
event logger 44 tracks configuration events on the media
player 40. Upon detecting configuration events, the CCS
event logger 44 generates configuration event data structures,
which are generally referred to herein as the configuration
events. The CCS event logger 44 provides the configuration
events to the CCS client 42 as the configuration events occur,
periodically in a batch process, or at the end of playback of the
media presentation (step 204).
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In addition, the CCS event logger 44 may filter the con-
figuration events and provide only the filtered configuration
events to the CCS client 42. For example, the CCS event
logger 44 may filter the configuration events to collapse, or
combine, configuration events occurring within a predeter-
mined number of seconds.

FIG. 4 illustrates the operation of the CCS server 24
according to a first embodiment of the present invention. In
this embodiment, the CCS server 24 operates to generate
recommended configuration profiles for each of a number of
known environment types based on the configuration events
from the media environments 14-18 mapped to the known
environment types. More specifically, the CCS server 24 first
receives configuration events from the media environments
14-18 (step 300). Next, the CCS server 24 generates configu-
ration instances for each media environment 14-18 (step
302). In one embodiment, a configuration instance is an aver-
age configuration of one of the media environments 14-18
during playback of a particular media presentation. In other
words, the CCS server 24 generates the configuration
instances for the media environments 14-18 by identifying
the configurations that were in effect at the media environ-
ment 14-18 for the longest period of time during playback of
a particular media presentation. Thus, if the CCS server 24
has configuration events from the media environment 14 for
ten media presentations, the CCS server 24 generates con-
figuration instances for the media environment 14 for each of
the ten media presentations by identitying the configurations
that were in effect at the media environment 14 for the longest
period of time during playback of each of the ten media
presentations. In another embodiment, the CCS server 24
may generate a single configuration instance for each of the
media environments 14-18. More specifically, the CCS server
24 may generate a configuration instance for the media envi-
ronment 14 by identifying the configurations that were in
effect at the media environment 14 for the longest period of
time over all media presentations.

Next, the CCS server 24 identifies configuration instances
for a desired environment type (step 304). The desired envi-
ronment type is one of the number of known environment
types, wherein each of the media environments 14-18 are
mapped to one of the known environment types. For example,
if the media environments 14 and 16 are mapped to the
desired environment type, then the CCS server 24 identifies
the configuration instances for the media environments 14
and 16 as configuration instances for the desired environment
type.

The CCS server 24 then generates a recommended con-
figuration profile for the desired environment type based on
the identified configuration instances (step 306). The recom-
mended configuration profile is a single set of recommended
configurations for the media environment 14-18 mapped to
the desired environment type. The recommended configura-
tion profile may be generated based on all configuration
instances for the desired environment type or a subset thereof.
More specifically, in one embodiment, all of the configuration
instances for all media presentations are aggregated to pro-
vide a recommended configuration profile for the desired
environment type. The recommended configuration profile
may be generated by averaging the configurations of the
configuration instances to provide an average configuration
instance.

In another embodiment, the recommended configuration
profile may be generated based on a desired subset of the
configuration instances. More specifically, the configuration
instances may be filtered based on criteria such as, but not
limited to, media presentation, environment ID, primary user,
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popularity, primary user skill level (ex. expert, novice), demo-
graphic information, user preferences, or any combination
thereof. The CCS server 24 may then generate the recom-
mended configuration profile based on the filtered configura-
tion instances. Note that as an alternative, the CCS server 24
may filter the configuration events rather than the configura-
tion instances and generate the configuration instances based
on the filtered configuration events. Once generated, the con-
figuration profile may thereafter be provided to any of the
media environments 14-18 mapped to the desired environ-
ment type for automatic configuration of the media environ-
ments 14-18.

Optionally, the CCS server 24 may then repeat steps 304-
306 to generate any number of recommended configuration
profiles for the desired environment type (step 308). This step
may be beneficial where the configuration instances are fil-
tered, and the recommended configuration profile is gener-
ated based on the filtered configuration instances. In each
iteration of steps 304-306, the criteria used to filter the con-
figuration instances is changed to provide a new recom-
mended configuration profile. For example, a separate rec-
ommended configuration profile may be generated for each of
a number of media presentations. Further, for each of the
number of media presentations, an expert recommended con-
figuration profile may additionally be generated using the
configuration instances from the media environments 14-18
of the primary users rated as experts. The primary users may
rate themselves as experts, novice, or the like. Alternatively,
the CCS server 24 may receive feedback regarding configu-
rations and rate the primary users associated with the con-
figurations as expert, novice, or the like based on the feed-
back. As another example, separate recommended
configuration profiles may be generated for each of a number
of predetermined user groups. For example, based on demo-
graphic information provided by the users, the CCS server 24
may generate separate recommended configuration profiles
for persons having hearing disabilities, for children and
adults, for different age groups, for users having similar inter-
ests, and the like.

At this point, the CCS server 24 may repeat steps 304-308
to generate one or more recommended configuration profiles
for each of the known environment types (step 310). There-
after, when recommended configurations are desired for any
ofthe media environments 14-18 or a new media environment
mapped to one of the known environment types, the associ-
ated CCS client 42, 62 may request recommended configu-
rations from the CCS sever 24. Note that the request may be
sent to the CCS server 24 automatically or at the request of the
user. For example, the request may automatically be gener-
ated by the CCS client 42, 62 after installation, each time the
CCS client 42, 62 is activated, upon detecting the selection of
a media presentation for playback, or upon detecting the
recording of a media presentation. If more than one recom-
mended configuration profile is available for the environment
type, the user associated with the media environment may
select, or the CCS client 42, 62 may automatically select, one
of the recommended configuration profiles. Alternatively,
one of the recommended configuration profiles may be auto-
matically selected by the CCS server 24 based on criteria
provided in the request. The selected recommended configu-
ration profile may then be used by the CCS client 42, 62 to
automatically configure the media environment.

FIG. 5 illustrates the operation of the CCS server 24
according to a second embodiment of the present invention.
Inthis embodiment, one or more recommended configuration
profiles are generated in response to a request for recom-
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mended configurations. More specifically, the CCS server 24
first receives configuration events from the media environ-
ments 14-18 (step 400).

The CCS server 24 then receives a request for a recom-
mended configuration profile (step 402). For this discussion,
the request is received from the CCS client 62 at the media
environment 18. The request identifies the media environ-
ment 18 and may optionally include criteria to be used to
generate a customized recommended configuration profile.
The criteria may include, but is not limited to, a media pre-
sentation to be played by the media player 60, environment
IDs of other media environments, time of day, one or more
other primary users, a primary user skill level (ex. expert,
novice) of the primary users associated with the media envi-
ronment on which the configuration events were generated,
demographic information, user preferences, or any combina-
tion thereof.

In addition, the criteria in the request may include infor-
mation instructing the CCS server 24 to generate the recom-
mended configurations based on configuration events or con-
figuration instances from other media environments 14-18
having primary users “like” the primary user of the media
environment 18. The CCS server 24 may identify the primary
users “like” the primary user of the media environment 18
based on demographic information stored in the user profiles
of'the primary users. The other primary users may be identi-
fied based on disabilities, such as a hearing disability, age,
user interests or hobbies, favorite movie genre, or the like, or
any combination thereof.

The request from the CCS client 62 may be generated by
the user associated with the CCS client 62 or automatically
generated by the CCS client 62. For example, the request may
automatically be generated by the CCS client 62 after instal-
lation, each time the CCS client 62 is activated, upon detect-
ing the selection of a media presentation for playback, or
upon detecting the recording of a media presentation. Note
that by automatically requesting recommended configura-
tions upon detecting the recording of the media presentation,
the CCS client 62 may obtain a recommended configuration
profile for the recorded media presentation prior to playback.
As a result, the recommended configuration profile for the
recorded media presentation may be immediately available
when playback is desired.

In response to the request, the CCS server 24 generates
configuration instances for each of the media environments
14-18 mapped to one of the known environment types to
which the media environment 18 has been mapped (step 404).
As discussed above, in one embodiment, a configuration
instance is an average configuration of one of the media
environments 14-18 during playback of a particular media
presentation. In other words, the CCS server 24 generates the
configuration instance by identifying the configurations that
were in effect at the media environment 14-18 for the longest
period of time during playback of a particular media presen-
tation. In another embodiment, the CCS server 24 may gen-
erate a single configuration instance for each of the media
environments 14-18.

In addition, prior to generating the configuration instances,
the configuration events may be filtered based on criteria
provided in the request. The criteria may include, but is not
limited to, a media presentation to be played by the media
player 60, environment IDs of other media environments,
time of day, one or more other primary users, a primary user
skill level (ex. expert, novice) of the primary users associated
with the media environment on which the configuration
events were generated, demographic information, user pref-
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erences, or any combination thereof. If filtering is desired, the
configuration instances are generated based on the filtered
configuration events.

Optionally, the CCS server 24 may filter the configuration
instances (step 406). This may be desired when the configu-
ration events are not filtered prior to generating the configu-
ration instances. As with filtering the configuration events, the
criteria used to filter the configuration instances may include,
but is not limited to, a media presentation to be played by the
media player 60, environment IDs of other media environ-
ments, one or more other primary users, a primary user skill
level (ex. expert, novice) of the primary users associated with
the media environment on which the configuration events
were generated, demographic information, user preferences,
or any combination thereof.

Next, the CCS server 24 generates a recommended con-
figuration profile based on the configuration instances (step
408). The recommended configuration profile is a single set
of recommended configurations for the media environment
18. The recommended configuration profile may be generated
based on all configuration instances for the known environ-
ment type to which the media environment 18 has been
mapped or a subset thereof. More specifically, in one embodi-
ment, all of the configuration instances for the media envi-
ronments 14-18 mapped to the known environment type to
which the media environment 18 has been mapped are aggre-
gated to provide a recommended configuration profile for the
known environment type. In another embodiment, the recom-
mended configuration profile may be generated based on a
desired subset of the configuration instances. More specifi-
cally, the configuration instances for the known environment
type may be filtered based on criteria such as, but not limited
to, media presentation, environment ID, primary user, popu-
larity, user rating, primary user skill level (ex. expert, novice),
demographic information, user preferences, or any combina-
tion thereof. As stated above, the criteria may be provided by
the CCS client 62 in the request. The CCS server 24 may then
generate the recommended configuration profile based on the
filtered configuration instances. Note that as an alternative,
the CCS server 24 may filter the configuration events rather
than the configuration instances and generate the configura-
tion instances based on the filtered configuration events.

The recommended configuration profile is then returned to
the CCS client 62 (step 410). The CCS client 62 then uses the
recommended configuration profile to automatically config-
ure the media player 60, the device 56, and the device 58.

While the embodiment discussed above with respect to
FIG. 5 focuses on the generation of a single recommended
configuration profile, the present invention is not limited
thereto. The CCS server 24 may generate a number of rec-
ommended configuration profiles using various ones or com-
binations of criteria either predetermined by the CCS server
24 or provided to the CCS server 24 in the request. The
number of recommended configurations, or descriptions
thereof, may then be provided to the CCS client 62. The CCS
client 62 may automatically select one of the recommended
configuration profiles or interact with the primary user to
select one of the recommended configuration profiles. The
CSS client 62 then uses the recommended configuration pro-
file to automatically configure the media player 60, the device
56, and the device 58.

FIG. 6 illustrates the operation of the CCS server 24
according to a third embodiment of the present invention. In
this embodiment, the CCS server 24 pre-builds one or more
CCS tracks for a number of media presentations prior to
receiving a request for CCS tracks. A CCS track is a set of
configurations associated with a media presentation provid-
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ing initial configurations to be applied prior to or at the begin-
ning of playback of the media presentation and configuration
changes for a number of time slices ofthe media presentation.

First, the CCS server 24 receives configuration events from
a number of media environments, such as the media environ-
ments 14-18, during playback of media presentations (step
500). Next, the CCS server 24 identifies configuration events
for a desired media presentation by, for example, querying the
CCS events database 26 (step 502). Optionally, the CCS
server 24 may filter the configuration events for the desired
media presentation based on predetermined criteria for a
desired CCS track (step 504). It should be noted that steps
502-504 may be implemented as a single query. However, for
clarity, steps 502-504 are illustrated as separate steps. The
criteria used to filter the configuration events may include, but
is not limited to, environment type, environment ID, time of
day, primary user, primary user skill level (ex. expert, novice),
demographic information, user preferences, or any combina-
tion thereof. For example, the CCS server 24 may filter the
configuration events for the desired media presentation to
identify the configuration events from the media environ-
ments 14-18 mapped to a desired environment type. As
another example, the CCS server 24 may additionally or
alternatively filter the configuration events for the desired
media presentation to identify the configuration events from
the media environments 14-18 with primary users having
desired demographic information, interests, or the like. For
example, the CCS server 24 may identify the configuration
events from media environments of a desired environment
type having primary users who enjoy Sci-Fi movies and that
are at least 40 years old.

The CCS server 24 then generates the CCS track using the
filtered configuration events (step 506). The CCS track is then
stored in the CCS tracks database 30 such that it is available
for future use. As discussed below, the CCS server 24 may use
the filtered configuration events to generate the CCS track by
first associating the filtered configuration events with time
slices of the media presentation based on times during play-
back at which the configuration events occurred. The time
slices may, for example, correspond to five-minute segments
of the media presentation. Then, the CCS track may be gen-
erated such that, for each time slice, one or more configura-
tion events from the filtered configuration events for that time
slice are used to automatically configure the media environ-
ment during playback. Note that multiple configuration
events may be selected for each time slice if the configuration
events are capable of co-existing. For example, two volume
change events may not be able to co-exist within a single time
slice, whereas a volume change, an equalizer configuration
change, and a display setting change can co-exist during a
single time slice.

At this point, steps 504-506 may be repeated to generate
any number of CCS tracks for the desired media presentation
(step 508). Each iteration of steps 504-506 includes difterent
criteria for the filtering process of step 504. Further, the CCS
server 24 may generate high, medium, and low density ver-
sions of each CCS track. A high density version has short time
slices. A medium density version has a medium length time
slice. A low density version has a large time slice length.

After generating the desired CCS tracks for the media
presentation, the CCS server 24 may then repeat steps 502-
508 to generate one or more CCS tracks for each of a number
of media presentations (step 510). As a result, one or more
CCS tracks for each media presentation having correspond-
ing configuration events are generated and stored in the CCS
tracks database 30. As such, when a request for CCS tracks for
one of the media presentations is received by the CCS server
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24, the CCS server 24 queries the CCS tracks database 30 to
obtain at least a subset of the CCS tracks for the media
presentation and returns the CCS tracks to the requesting
node.

The request for CCS tracks from, for example, the CCS
client 62 may be generated by the user associated with the
CCS client 62 or automatically generated by the CCS client
62. The request may automatically be generated by the CCS
client 62 upon detecting the selection of a media presentation
for playback or upon detecting the recording of a media
presentation. Note that by automatically requesting the CCS
tracks upon detecting the recording of the media presentation,
the CCS client 62 may obtain one or more CCS tracks for the
recorded media presentation prior to playback. As a result, the
CCS tracks for the recorded media presentation may be
immediately available when playback is desired.

Note that a request for CCS tracks received by the CCS
server 24 may include criteria in addition to information
identifying the media presentation such that only a subset of
the CCS tracks for the media presentation are returned. For
example, the request may indicate that only CCS tracks hav-
ing a user rating above a predetermined threshold are to be
provided. The user ratings of the CCS tracks may be deter-
mined by the CCS server 24 based on feedback from users
having previously used the CCS tracks, where the feedback
may be provided via the CCS client 42. As another example,
the request may indicate that only CCS tracks generated
based on configuration events from media environments
14-18 having primary users enjoying science fiction movies
and that are at least 40 years old are desired.

FIG. 7 illustrates the operation of the CCS server 24
according to a fourth embodiment of the present invention. In
this embodiment, the CCS server 24 operates to generate CCS
tracks dynamically in response to a request for recommended
configurations from, for example, the CCS client 62 at the
media environment 18. First, the CCS server 24 receives
configuration events from a number of media environments,
such as the media environments 14-18, during playback of a
number of media presentations (step 600). At some point in
time, the CCS server 24 receives a request for CCS tracks
from, for example, the CCS client 62 within the media envi-
ronment 18 (step 602). The request may be generated by the
user associated with the CCS client 62 or automatically gen-
erated by the CCS client 62 upon detecting the selection of a
media presentation for playback or upon detecting the record-
ing of a media presentation. Note that by automatically
requesting CCS tracks upon detecting the recording of the
media presentation, the CCS client 62 may obtain the CCS
tracks for the recorded media presentation prior to playback.
As a result, the CCS tracks for the recorded media presenta-
tion may be immediately available when playback is desired.

The request from the CCS client 62 includes information
identifying a media presentation for which one or more CCS
tracks are desired. In addition, the request may include crite-
ria to be used by the CCS server 24 in filtering the configu-
ration events for the media presentation in order to generate
CCS tracks for the media presentation. The criteria may
include, but is not limited to, environment type, environment
1D, time of day, primary user, popularity, user rating, primary
user skill level (ex. expert, novice), demographic informa-
tion, user preferences, or any combination thereof. The popu-
larity of a CCS track may be determined by the CCS server 24
based on feedback from the media environments 14-18
regarding the number of times that the CCS track has been
used to configure the media environments 14-18. The user
rating of a CCS track may determined by the CCS server 24
based on user feedback. The criteria may be defined by the
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user associated with the CCS client 62 or automatically gen-
erated by the CCS client 62 based on detected preferences or
tendencies of the user. The detected user preferences and
tendencies of the user may be identified by the CCS client 62
based on a user history maintained by the CCS client 62
describing past actions taken by the user. These past actions
may be, but are not limited to, CCS track selection and pre-
vious criteria defined by the user for CCS track generation.

Next, the CCS server 24 identifies configuration events for
a desired media presentation by, for example, querying the
CCS events database 26 (step 604). Optionally, the CCS
server 24 may then filter the configuration events for the
desired media presentation to identify configuration events
for a CCS track (step 606). In one embodiment, the CCS
server 24 filters the configuration events based on the criteria
provided in the request. Additionally or alternatively, the CCS
server 24 may filter the configuration events based on criteria
known or determined by the CCS server 24. As an example,
the CCS server 24 may filter the configuration events for the
desired media presentation to identify the configuration
events from media environments 14-18 with primary users
having desired demographic information, interests, or the
like. For example, the CCS server 24 may identify configu-
ration events associated with primary users who enjoy sci-
ence fiction movies and that are at least 40 years old. It should
be noted that steps 604-606 may be performed using a single
query to the CCS events database 26. However, they are
illustrated as separate steps for clarity and ease of understand-
ing.

The CCS server 24 then generates a CCS track for the
desired media presentation based on the filtered configuration
events (step 608). The CCS track may optionally be stored in
the CCS tracks database 30 such that it is available for future
use. At this point, steps 606-608 may optionally be repeated to
generate any number of CCS tracks for the desired media
presentation (step 610). Each iteration of steps 606-608
includes different criteria for the filtering process of step 606.
The criteria for each iteration, or each desired CCS track, may
be provided in the request. Alternatively, the criteria for each
iteration may be provided by selecting different combinations
of'the criteria provided in the request or by adding additional
criteria to the criteria provided in the request. In addition or
alternatively, the CCS server 24 may generate high, medium,
and low density versions of each CCS track.

After generating the CCS tracks for the media presentation,
the CCS server 24 then provides the CCS tracks to the CCS
client 62 (step 612). Alternatively, information describing the
CCS tracks may be provided to the CCS client 62 and pre-
sented to the user such that the user may select one or more of
the CCS tracks to be used to configure the media environment
18 during playback of the media presentation. As a result,
only the desired CCS tracks rather than all generated CCS
tracks may be downloaded to the CCS client 62.

FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary CCS track. While only the
configuration changes for the time slices of the media presen-
tation are illustrated, the CCS track may additionally include
initial configurations for the media environment 18 that may
be used to configure the media environment 18 prior to or at
the beginning of playback. In this example, the CCS track has
been generated by the CCS server 24 for the movie Star Trek.
As illustrated, the CCS track is divided into a number of five
minute time slices, wherein the time slices of the CCS track
are preferably time aligned or synchronized to the media
presentation. For each time slice, the most popular configu-
ration event has been selected as the configuration event for
the CCS track. As illustrated, the most popular configuration
event for the first time slice is “Config 1,” which is a volume
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change of +4. The most popular configuration event for the
second time slice is “Config 2,” which is a volume change to
+1. The most popular configuration event for the third time
slice is “Config 3,” which is a maximizing of the video win-
dow size. For the fourth through eleventh time slices, there are
no configuration events in the CCS track. For the twelfth time
slice, the most popular configuration event is “Config 4,”
which a change to the equalizer settings. For the thirteenth
time slice, there is no configuration event for the CCS track.
The most popular configuration event for the fourteenth time
slice is “Config 5,” which is a change in the video window
size. For the last four time slices, there are no configuration
events for the CCS track.

FIG. 9 illustrates the operation of the CCS server 24 to
generate CCS tracks according to a fifth embodiment of the
present invention. In this embodiment, the CCS server 24
generates CCS tracks for a “near-live” media presentation.
More specifically, by delaying a live media presentation by a
number of seconds or at most a few minutes, the CCS server
24 may generate one or more CCS tracks for the media
presentation. First, the live media presentation is delayed
(step 700). As stated above, the live media presentation may
be delayed by a number of seconds and at most a few minutes.
In one embodiment, the live media presentation is delayed by
a time substantially equal to a desired time slice duration,
which may be, for example, five minutes. The live media
presentation may be delayed, for example, by the media
player 60 under control of the CCS client 62 while the CCS
server 24 generates the CCS tracks for the live media presen-
tation.

While the media presentation is being delayed, the CCS
server 24 obtains configuration events for a first time slice of
the live media presentation from other media environments
14-18 at which the user is viewing or listening to the live
media presentation in real time (step 702). The CCS server 24
then filters the configuration events as described above (step
704). Using the filtered configuration events, the CCS server
24 generates a time slice of a CCS track for the live media
presentation (step 706) and provides the time slice of the CCS
track to the requesting CCS client, which may be the CCS
client 62 (step 708). Although not illustrated, steps 704-708
may be repeated to generate time slices for any number of
CCS tracks for the live media presentation.

Once the first time slice of the CCS track is provided to the
CCS client 62, the live media presentation begins playing at
the media environment 18 while the time slices of the CCS
track generated by the CCS server 24 for the live media
presentation begin to be used by the CCS client 62 to config-
ure the media environment 18. Steps 702-708 are repeated to
generate successive time slices of the CCS track for the live
media presentation until the last time slice of the CCS track
for the media presentation is generated and provided to the
CCS client 62 (steps 710-712). In this manner, the CCS server
24 is enabled to provide one or more CCS tracks for live, or
“near-live,” media presentations.

FIG. 10 illustrates the operation of the CCS client 62
according to one embodiment of the present invention. In
general, the CCS client 62 operates to obtain recommended
configurations for the media environment 18 from the CCS
server 24 and automatically configure the media environment
18 based on the recommended configurations. First, the CCS
client 62 queries, or sends a request, to the CCS server 24 for
recommended configurations (step 800). The request may be
initiated by the user or automatically generated by the CCS
client 62. The CCS client 62 may automatically generate and
send the request when, for example, the CCS client 62 detects
that a media presentation has been selected for playback on
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the media player 60 or when a media presentation has been
selected for recording on the media player 60. Upon selection
of'a media presentation for playback or recording, the media
player 60 provides information identifying the media presen-
tation to the CCS client 62.

The request for recommended configurations provided
from the CCS client 62 to the CCS server 24 includes infor-
mation identifying the media environment, such as the envi-
ronment ID of the media environment 18. In addition, the
request may include criteria for selecting pre-built recom-
mended configurations or for dynamically generating recom-
mended configurations. The criteria may include, but is not
limited to, information identifying the media presentation,
one or more environment IDs of other media environments
14-18, time of day, information identifying one or more pri-
mary users, a desired popularity of the recommended con-
figurations or the configuration events used to generate the
recommended configurations, a desired user rating of the
recommended configurations or configuration events used to
generate the recommended configurations, a desired primary
user skill level (ex. expert, novice) of the configuration events
used to generate the recommended configurations, demo-
graphic information, user preferences, or any combination
thereof.

Once the CCS server 24 has obtained the desired recom-
mended configurations from the one of the databases 28 or 30
or generated the desired recommended configurations in
response to the request, the recommended configurations are
provided to and received by the CCS client 62 (step 802). The
recommended configurations may be either one or more rec-
ommended configuration profiles or one or more CCS tracks,
as discussed above. The CCS client 62 then configures the
media environment 18 based on the recommended configu-
rations (step 804). More specifically, the CCS client 62 con-
figures the media player 60 and the devices 56 and 58 based
on the recommended configurations from the CCS server 24.

In one embodiment, the CCS client 62 may additionally
filter the recommended configurations based on the capabili-
ties of the media player 60 and the devices 56 and 58 before
configuring the media environment 18. This may be benefi-
cial where the capabilities of the media player 60 or the
devices 56 or 58 do not perfectly match the capabilities of the
devices in the known environment type to which the media
environment 18 is mapped.

In another embodiment, the CCS client 62 may customize,
or adjust, the recommended configurations from the CCS
server 24 based on user preferences. For example, the user at
the media environment 18 may have a hearing disability. As a
result, any volume configurations may be adjusted to increase
the volume configurations by a predetermined amount. For
example, a volume configuration of +1 may automatically be
adjusted to +3. In contrast, the user may be particularly sen-
sitive to sound and desire that all volume configurations be
reduced by a predetermined amount. Note that the customi-
zation, or adjustment, of the recommended configurations
may alternatively be performed by the CCS server 24 prior to
providing the recommended configurations to the CCS client
62.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of the CCS server 24 according
to one embodiment of the present invention. In general, the
CCS server 24 includes a control system 74 having associated
memory 76. The memory 76 preferably stores software
instructing the CCS server 24 to operate according to the
present invention. The CCS server 24 also includes a com-
munication interface 78 communicatively coupling the CCS
server 24 to the network 22 (FIG. 1). The CCS server 24 may
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also include a user interface 80 including components such
as, but not limited to, a display, user input devices, and the
like.
FIG. 12 is a block diagram of the primary playback system
34 according to one embodiment of the present invention. It
should be noted that this discussion is equally applicable to
the primary playback system of the media environment 16
and the primary playback system 54 of the media environ-
ment 18. In this exemplary embodiment, the primary play-
back system 34 includes a control system 82 having associ-
ated memory 84. In this embodiment, the media player 40, the
CCS client 42, and the CCS event logger 44 are each imple-
mented in software and are stored in memory 84. The primary
playback system 34 also includes a communication interface
86 communicatively coupling the primary playback system
34, and at least the CCS client 42, to the network 22 (FIG. 1).
The primary playback system 34 also includes a user interface
88 including components such as, but not limited to, a display,
a user input device, speakers, and the like.
FIG. 13 is a block diagram of the device 36 according to
one embodiment of the present invention. It should be noted
that this discussion is equally applicable to the devices 38, 56,
and 58 within the media environments 14 and 18 and the like
devices within the media environment 16. In general, the
device 36 includes a control system 90 having associated
memory 92. In this example, the CCS event logger 46 and the
CCS device controller 50 are implemented in software and
stored in the memory 92. The device 36 also includes a
communication interface 94 communicatively coupling the
device 36 to the primary playback system 34, and at least the
CCS client 42. The communication interface 94 may option-
ally couple the device 36 to the network 22 (FIG. 1). The
device 36 also includes a user interface 96 including compo-
nents such as, but not limited to, a display, user input devices,
speakers, and the like.
The present invention provides substantial opportunity for
variation without departing from the spirit or scope of the
present invention. For example, while the discussion of the
system 10 herein focuses on a centrally hosted system, the
present invention is not limited thereto. The present invention
may alternatively be implemented in a peer-to-peer system
wherein the generation and storage of the recommended con-
figuration is distributed among the primary playback systems
34, 54.
Those skilled in the art will recognize improvements and
modifications to the preferred embodiments of the present
invention. All such improvements and modifications are con-
sidered within the scope of the concepts disclosed herein and
the claims that follow.
What is claimed is:
1. A method comprising:
receiving configuration events of media devices located in
a plurality of media environments;

generating recommended configurations for a media
device in a media environment separate from media
environments in the plurality of media environments,
wherein the configurations are based on the configura-
tion events of the media devices located in the plurality
of media environments, wherein each of the configura-
tion events is associated with one of a plurality of media
presentations, and generating the recommended con-
figurations comprises:

identifying ones of the configuration events associated

with a desired one of the plurality of media presenta-
tions;

generating a Collaborative Configuration System (CCS)

track for the desired one of the plurality of media pre-
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sentations based on the ones of the configuration events
associated with the desired one of the plurality of media
presentations, the CCS track comprising configuration
changes for a plurality of time slices of the media pre-
sentation; and

providing the CCS track as the recommended configura-

tions for the media environment to the media device.
2. The method of claim 1 wherein each of the configuration
events is further associated with a point during playback of
one ofthe plurality of media presentations, and generating the
CCS track comprises:
for each one of the plurality of time slices, identifying ones
of the configuration events associated with the desired
one of the plurality of media presentations occurring
within the one of the plurality of time slices; and

generating the CCS track based on the ones of the configu-
ration events identified for each one of the plurality of
time slices.

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising filtering the
ones of the configuration events associated with the desired
one of the plurality of media presentations based on at least
one criterion to provide filtered configuration events, and
wherein generating the CCS track comprises generating the
CCS track based on the filtered configuration events.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the at least one criterion
is at least one criterion selected from the group consisting of:
a media presentation associated with desired ones of the
configuration events, at least one environment identifier asso-
ciated with desired ones of the configuration events, a time of
day, at least one primary user associated with desired ones of
the configuration events, a primary user skill level associated
with desired ones of the configuration events, demographic
information, and user preferences.

5. The method of claim 1 further comprising:

providing the recommended configurations to the media

environment; and

automatically configuring the media environment based on

the recommended configurations.

6. The method of claim 1 further comprising:

adjusting the recommended configurations based on user

preferences to provide customized configurations; and
automatically configuring the media environment based on
the customized configurations.

7. The method of claim 1 further comprising:

providing the recommended configurations to the media

environment;

adjusting the recommended configurations at the media

environment based on user preferences to provide cus-
tomized configurations; and

automatically configuring the media environment based on

the customized configurations.

8. A media environment for a Collaborative Configuration
System (CCS) comprising:

a plurality of devices comprising a media player and at

least one additional device;

a plurality of event loggers adapted to detect configuration

events on the plurality of devices;

a CCS client configured to:

obtain the configuration events of the plurality of devices

from the plurality of event loggers; and

provide the configuration events of the plurality of devices

to a CCS server via a network, wherein the CCS server
provides recommended configurations to a second user
environment based on configuration events including
the configuration events of the plurality of devices from
a plurality of media environments including the media
environment.
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9. A server for a Collaborative Configuration System
(CCS) comprising:

a communication interface communicatively coupling the
server to a plurality of media environments via a net-
work;

a control system associated with the communication inter-
face and configured to:

receive configuration events of media devices located in
the plurality of media environments;

generate recommended configurations for a media device
in a media environment separate from media environ-
ments in the plurality of media environments, wherein
the configurations are based on the configuration events
of the media devices located in the plurality of media
environments;

identify ones of the configuration events associated with a
desired one of the plurality of media presentations;

generate a Collaborative Configuration System (CCS)
track for the desired one of the plurality of media pre-
sentations based on the ones of the configuration events
associated with the desired one of the plurality of media
presentations, the CCS track comprising configuration
changes for a plurality of time slices of the media pre-
sentation; and

22

provide the CCS track as the recommended configurations

for the media environment to the media device.

10. The server of claim 9 wherein each of the configuration
events is further associated with a point during playback of

5 one of the plurality of media presentations, and the control

system is further configured to:
for each one of the plurality of time slices, identify ones of

the configuration events associated with the desired one
of the plurality of media presentations occurring within
the one of the plurality of time slices; and

generate the CCS track based on the ones of the configu-

ration events identified for each one of the plurality of
time slices.

11. The server of claim 9, wherein the control system is
further configured to:
filter the ones of the configuration events associated with

the desired one of the plurality of media presentations
based on at least one criterion to provide filtered con-
figuration events, and wherein generating the CCS track
comprises generating the CCS track based on the filtered
configuration events.
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